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A QUESTION
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AM+DG, The Statistics of Growing and Building (Green After Series 3), 2020 
A diptych of images that depicts the interaction between machines / human tools and nature. 
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“Can you cry over a dying leaf ?”
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Installation of Up is Down, Down is Up, 5 January – 2 February 2014 
St. Margaret’s Church, Princes Road, Liverpool, U.K., the photo was taken by Rafael Cammayo 
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Image: Molave [Vitex parviflora], Bro. Georg Josef Kamel, SJ, Botanical Drawing, Plants of Luzon Island: Historia stirpium 
insula Luzonis et reliquarum Philippinarum. In John Ray, Historia plantarum, vol. 3, London,1704, pp. 1–96 
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“The entrance to the art gallery has been painted a deep green, to evoke a tropical 
forest Last Thursday, 5 October, Jason Dy a Jesuit scholastic, helped me paint the 
leaf imprints on one wall of the entrance. The wall frames a brief biography of 
Georg Josef Kamel. After experimenting on paper how to come up with pleasing 
shapes, Jason evolved a formula using acrylics as they came out of a tube. I drew 
some images from Kamel's illustration but as the work was progressing, Jason came 
up with the idea of showing the life cycle of plants from a seedling to its 
maturation and to the growth of seeds. I had asked him to paint an arch of leaves. 
Jason's leaf print work.” 
- Fr. Rene Javellana, SJ, “Flora opens Wednesday, 11 Oct. 2006,” lestrasyfiguras, blog site, 10 October 2006
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“The entrance to the art gallery has been painted a deep 
green, to evoke a tropical forest Last Thursday, 5 October, 
Jason Dy a Jesuit scholastic, helped me paint the leaf 
imprints on one wall of the entrance. The wall frames a 
brief biography of Georg Josef Kamel. After 
experimenting on paper how to come up with pleasing 
shapes, Jason evolved a formula using acrylics as they 
came out of a tube. I drew some images from Kamel's 
illustration but as the work was progressing, Jason came 
up with the idea of showing the life cycle of plants from a 
seedling to its maturation and to the growth of seeds. I 
had asked him to paint an arch of leaves. Jason's leaf print 
work.” 
- Fr. Rene Javellana, SJ, “Flora opens Wednesday, 11 Oct. 2006,” 
lestrasyfiguras, blog site, 10 October 2006
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Spring and Fall  
Gerard Manley Hopkins, SJ 
  
to a young child 
  
Márgarét, áre you gríeving  
Over Goldengrove unleaving?  
Leáves like the things of man, you 
With your fresh thoughts care for, can you?  
… 
  
Taken from: Gerard Manley Hopkins:  
Poems and Prose (Penguin Classics, 1985)
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PERSONAL CONTEXT: AN EIGHT-DAY RETREAT WITH A MOLESKINE
“Incarnation” 
IV WEEKS Series, 2007 
acrylic paint leaf prints  
on Moleskine C  
sketch pocket notebook  
(80 pages / 9x14cm /  
acid-free paper).
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Hermann Hesse , Bäume. 
Betrachtungen und 
Gedichte/Wandering: 
Notes and Sketches 
(English and German 
Edition), trans. James 
Wright, January 1, 1972
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Trees are sanctuaries. Whoever knows how to speak to 
them, whoever knows how to listen to them, can learn 
the truth. They do not preach learning and precepts, 
they preach, undeterred by particulars, the ancient law of 
life. 
  
An Excerpt, Trees are Sanctuaries, Hermann Hesse
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… Nothing is holier, nothing is more exemplary than a beautiful, strong tree. 
When a tree is cut down and reveals its naked death-wound to the sun, one 
can read its whole history in the luminous, inscribed disk of its trunk: in the 
rings of its years, its scars, all the struggle, all the suffering, all the sickness, 
all the happiness and prosperity stand truly written, the narrow years and 
the luxurious years, the attacks withstood, the storms endured... 
  
An Excerpt,  
Trees are Sanctuaries, Hermann Hesse
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PDF Brochure of the MA Degree exhibition “MA Degree Show entitled Paglakaw sa Ngitngit sa Walog sa Kamatayon (Walking 
through the Valley of the Shadow of Death) on 11-21 September 2014, Studio Cor 013, Cornerstone Building, The Creative Campus, 
Hope University.
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A question can lead one to a journey of discovery. Being open to a 
question about crying over a dying leaf has led me to discern a 
complementary vocation as an artist. A life that searches for the 
spiritual in art considers questions related to vocation.  
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• Things in life may seem to happen by chance or at random but God has 
ordained all life for us. This is not fatalism or determinism. It is rather an 
awareness of God’s design and wilfully attuning oneself to it.  
• A life that looks at art in the light of the spirit listens to the hums in nature 
because it where the Divine speaks.
LISTENING TO  LEAVES: EXPLORATIONS ON NATURE, ART, AND SPIRITUALITY
Inspiration and creativity went hand in hand. They follow the 
dynamics of the incarnation. Like in art, an idea of something 
becoming a creation.
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The leaves of Liverpool taught me about the elemental seasons and 
surrendering to the cycle of life. Autumn leaves somehow prepared 
me for the untimely death of my father in Summer of 2014. The 
falling leaves in Autumn and bare branches of trees in Winter allow 
the promise of buds to blossom in Spring. The leaves and the trees 
became a poetry of the paschal mystery. Like the Spring and Fall of 
life, as Gerard Manley Hopkins suggested, there is mortality, there 
is also eternity.  
An aesthetic life in the Spirit still grieves “Over Goldengrove 
unleaving” as the spirit longs for home inwards, heavenwards.
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Leaf No. 1 (Saribus Rotundifolius Dried Leaf, Anahaw Leaf ),August 2020 To Cry Over A Dying Leaf Series 
#tocryoveradyingleaf#jasondysj#radyokatipunan 
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Leaf No. 7 (Balete Tree Leaves), August 2020 To Cry Over A Dying Leaf 
Series #tocryoveradyingleaf#jasondysj#radyokatipunan 
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